
Minuteman Wind LLC 

10 Speen Street 

Framingham, MA 01702 

Dear RFP Team: 

Please consider the following comments on the Draft Request for Proposals (RFP) for Clean Energy and 

Transmission. 

About Minuteman Wind 

Minuteman Wind, LLC ("Minuteman") is developing a 12.5 M W wind powered electric generation 

facility in Savoy, Massachusetts (the "Project"). Minuteman is a Massachusetts limited liability company 

with offices in Framingham, Massachusetts. Minuteman has five members, each of whom has extensive 

experience in the development of electric power projects with a specific emphasis on renewable energy 

projects. 

The Project is located on West Hill in Savoy on a site where Minuteman has secured a lease from the 

current landholder. The site consists of 290 acres and is accessed by public roads running to the site's 

northern border. The lease has a development term through July 2015 and an operating term of 30 

years from the Commercial Operations Date. 

Minuteman plans to erect five 2.5 M W turbines on the site which wili be located on a north-south ridge 

at an average elevation of 2,000 feet. The prevailing wind is westerly and the location of the turbines 

will minimize array losses. Geotechnical studies indicate bedrock is close to the surface and that the site 

is fully capable of supporting erection of the turbines. 

The project is strongly supported by the Town of Savoy. A special town meeting held in January 2008 

adopted a bylaw permitting wind turbines in the town; 72% of the voters approved the bylaw. The 

project has received a Special Permit from the Town of Savoy and a Certificate from the Secretary of 

Energy and Environmental Affairs. We also received an Order of Conditions from the Savoy 

Conservation Commission, which is currently subject to an active appeal to the Department of 

Environmental Protection. Western Massachusetts Electric Company (WMECO) has completed a System 

impact Study approving the proposed interconnection approach and is awaiting the commencement of 

the Detail Study. 



Comments 

We offer the follow comments: 

• The minimum project size should be lowered from 20 M W to 10 M W . Projects under 10 M W 

can likely take advantage of net metering which is not available to projects greater than 10 M W . 

In addition, wind projects between 10 and 20 M W are more appropriate to the landscape of 

more densely populated southern New England and should be encouraged. 

. The RFP should formally recognize the benefits to reliability and grid balancing of locating 

generation throughout New England. This can be accomplished by including selection points for 

projects located in geographically different areas than project selected through past contracts. 

• The RFP selection should provide weight to projects that have demonstrated progress through 

the deveiopment phase. Past experience has shown that a majority of projects previously 

selected were never built. 

• The RFP bid fee should be lowered or eliminated. A fee could be applied to projects that are 

selected to pay for administrative costs but there is no need to institute a financial barrier to 

entry for submitting a well substantiated application. 

We look forward to reviewing the final RFP when it is released. 

Regards, 

Stephen Barrett 

Vice President - Environmental 


