
 
 

March 27, 2015 
 
Via E-mail 
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
178 Short Woods Rd 
New Fairfield, CT 06812 
 

Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources  
100 Cambridge St., Suite 1020 
Boston, MA 02114 
 

Eversource Energy 
1985 Blue Hills Ave Ext,  
Windsor, CT 06095 
 

National Grid  
40 Sylvan Rd 
Waltham, MA 02451 
 

Unitil Service Corp. 
6 Liberty Lane 
Hampton, NH 03842 
 
RE:  New England Clean Energy RFP 
  
To the RFP Committee:  
 
Deepwater Wind applauds the commitment of the states of Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island to procuring renewable energy to meet clean energy goals and regional capacity needs in 
the years ahead. We share your view of the importance of developing new sources of clean, 
renewable energy and thank you for the opportunity to submit comments to the Draft RFP. 
 
We write to make you aware of the significant progress in the offshore wind industry, to highlight 
the benefits of offshore wind for southern New England, and to urge you to allocate a portion of 
any future solicitation to offshore wind.  
 
Offshore wind is about to become a reality in the U.S. Deepwater Wind is preparing now to install 
the steel foundations for the Block Island Wind Farm this July. This will be America’s first 
offshore wind farm, using five of the largest and most advanced wind turbines in the world. 
Construction will be complete in 2016. This will be a watershed event in the U.S. 
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Offshore Wind Technology has Progressed Significantly in the Past Decade. 
Two significant recent milestones show that offshore wind has become a viable, actionable 
resource for southern New England.  First, on January 29, the US Department of Interior 
announced the leasing of two parcels of offshore submerged lands for renewable energy 
development off the coast of Massachusetts.  Combined with the parcels acquired by Deepwater 
Wind in July 2013, there are now over 5,000 MW of potential offshore wind developments off the 
coast of southern New England, among three different developers.  Second, on March 2, 
Deepwater Wind announced that it had secured full project financing from the commercial 
markets to construct and operate our 30 MW Block Island Wind Farm, which is already under 
construction.  The Block Island Wind Farm will be America’s first offshore wind farm. 
 
In addition, improvements in technology resolve the two primary criticisms of offshore wind – 
prices and visual impacts.  Large industrial companies such as Siemens and Alstom are investing 
billions of dollars to develop larger, more efficient, and more powerful offshore wind turbines.  
These efforts are paying off.  By the end of the decade, European developers are expecting 
offshore wind to have levelized cost of 11¢ per kWh.  This is roughly the same cost as building 
and fueling a new combined-cycle natural gas plant in a densely-populated coastal area like many 
northeast communities.  And, by placing the turbines 15 to 20 miles from shore, improved 
technology allows offshore wind to become barely visible from shore.  With fewer opponents, 
today’s offshore wind farms can be built at scale before the end of this decade, in time to replace 
retiring fossil-fueled power plants.   
 
Offshore Wind Offers Unmatched Benefits for New England.   
Offshore wind is southern New England’s largest and closest source of clean energy, with over 
5,000 MW of actionable potential in the waters off the coasts.  Developing offshore wind will 
benefit ratepayers in several ways: 
 
• Energy Security - - Unlike any other large resource, offshore wind can deliver energy directly 

into the region’s electric distribution system without depending on long-distance transmission 
of gas, electricity or other fuels.  This will help to mitigate the risk of price shocks, supply 
shortages or transmission bottlenecks impacting the cost of energy for ratepayers. 

 
• Rate Stabilization - - Offshore wind can prevent New England from becoming more exposed 

to the risk of natural gas price spikes.  A recent study by AWS Truepower found that offshore 
wind will operate at a high level of output during the coldest winter days and that, as a result, 
offshore wind will significantly mitigate price during cold winter months. Additionally, unlike 
fossil fuels or hydropower, offshore wind can and will offer a fixed price for the entire life of 
the project.  For context, ISO-NE reported that in the first six weeks of 2013, natural gas price 
spikes cost ratepayers $1.3 billion more than the total spent in the first six weeks of 2012.  As 
a comparison, the gross cost of operating 1,200 MW of offshore wind for an entire year (not 
accounting for the avoided energy cost or price suppression) is estimated to be half of that 
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($658 million).  While those numbers are not directly comparable, it shows how small the 
impact of offshore wind is compared with the price volatility of natural gas.   

 
• Wholesale Electric Market Savings - - Offshore wind will lower the market price of 

electricity for all ratepayers.  A recent whitepaper by Richard D. Tabors, of the Newton 
Energy Group found that a 300 MW offshore wind farm would reduce costs for New England 
ratepayers by $106.79 million per year, and that 1,200 MW of offshore wind would reduce 
costs by $348 million per year.  

 
• Cost-Effective Replacement Power - - Based on advances in technology, today’s offshore 

wind can be implemented at prices significantly lower than projects that have been proposed in 
the past. Given the high cost of building new energy resources in the region, the cost of 
offshore wind today is expected to be comparable with new fossil resources at the 200 MW+ 
scale.  The cost-effectiveness of future projects improves if supply chain efficiencies can be 
gained through a long-term commitment to offshore wind.  
 

• Keeping our Energy Dollars in the Region - - Offshore wind is the best opportunity to reduce 
our energy imports and keep billions of dollars in the region, which will spur job creation and 
economic development, pay local taxes and launch a new industry in the northeast. 

 
New England Should Allocate a Portion of the Procurement for Offshore Wind.   
Due to the unique benefits and schedule requirements of offshore wind, a coordinated regional 
procurement should have a separate category for offshore wind.  Because offshore wind farms 
require a more complex permitting process than onshore wind farms, it would be unreasonable to 
expect offshore wind to compete with offshore wind on schedule.  In addition, remote renewable 
energy resources, such as Maine-based onshore wind and large-scale Canadian Hydropower, can 
offer energy at a lower price than offshore wind, but do not offer all of the benefits of offshore 
wind.  Therefore, to provide a fair competition on schedule and to account for the unique benefits 
offshore wind provides by delivering energy directly to southern New England, a future renewable 
energy procurement should have a separate allocation that allows offshore wind projects to 
compete head-to-head with each other, rather than remote renewables. 
 
Again, we thank you in advance for the opportunity to provide these comments and appreciate 
your consideration of the benefits of offshore wind. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Clinton L. Plummer 
Vice President, Development 
Deepwater Wind 


